
DREAM CAREERS IN EQUINE 
START AT HARTPURY



Hartpury is a state-of-the-art competition venue and teaching facility….that 
is an asset to equestrian sport both at community and elite level.”

Lord Sebastian Coe
 



Choosing Hartpury for your equine degree means....

• Studying in a unique environment
• Benefiting from educational opportunities for all within world 

class facilities
• Being supported by outstanding staff
• Making the most of significant equine industry links

Every aspect of our specialist campus is designed to equip students 
with the skills, knowledge and experience they need to open the 
door to their dream career, while providing exceptional competition 
opportunities and supporting horses and riders in all forms of their 
development and wellbeing.

Some equine students will use their qualification to progress into 
general graduate career paths relating to teaching, sales, law, business 
management and veterinary, keeping horses as a hobby. Others move 
quickly up the equine career route; using the experience they gain at 
Hartpury to move into jobs in equine health, performance, welfare 
and business throughout the UK and internationally.

It’s not surprising Hartpury is very proud of the equine graduates we 
produce, as you will see from their stories in this prospectus.
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At Hartpury, a degree is so much more than a piece of paper.
We work with industry leaders, governing bodies and top companies in the UK and 
throughout the world to open doors to incredible opportunities for our students – 
from exciting work placements to amazing jobs.

But perhaps the most special thing about Hartpury is that there are so many 
opportunities for our students to gain real world experience on our own specialist 
campus.

Our equine students are particularly spoilt on that front. Our own commercial yard, 
new Rider Performance Centre, Equine Therapy Centre with its impressive water 
treadmill, plus our three international equestrian events, have provided students with 
work experience and exceptional industry contacts and partnerships.

Equine Business Management student, Jess Allies, for example, was 
a major events administrator during the NAF Five Star International 
Horse Trials at Hartpury, working with world class OIympic riders and 
commentators, getting involved in the full range of activities, from 
answering the phone to William Fox-Pitt to getting involved with the 
building of the cross-country course. Scan the QR code to watch the 
video.

Hartpury also offers a wide range of additional short courses, training/coaching clinics, 
information sessions and industry trips that you can undertake alongside your degree 
to boost your CV and further explore the areas you are interested in – not only in 
equine but in our other specialist areas too.

One week each semester is set aside without formally timetabled lectures to help 
support your studies and allow time for additional courses and specialist trips. Recently, 
these have included dissection workshops, clinics with equitation science consultant, 
Lisa Ashton, SyncThermology and artificial insemination courses, as well as trips to the 
British Horse Society Welfare Conference, the CAFRE equine breeding conference in 
Northern Ireland and Your Horse Live. There are also regular demonstrations, clinics 
and guest lectures by top riders, coaches and industry professionals.

Love to ride? There’s no place like Hartpury
 

Whether you choose to bring your own horse to Hartpury or not, there are plenty of 
opportunities to ride.

The Hartpury Equestrian Club, run by students for students, aims to offer access for 
members (from novice level through to elite) to riding and non-riding activities for a 
small cost. The club enables students (with or without their own horse) to join other 
equine enthusiasts for training, competitions, demonstrations and social events. 
The Riding School also offers subsidised lessons for riders from novice level, including 
individual coaching and recreational sessions. Equitation modules appear on some 
courses. To enrol on these, students must be able to demonstrate they can ride to 
BHS Stage Two level (or above).

HARTPURY: 
Much more than a degree
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Hartpury provides students with access to 
world class facilities, including the Indoor 
Championship Arena, outdoor and indoor 
arenas, cross-country courses, stabling 
for 230 horses (including students’ own 
horses) and our own Equine Therapy 
Centre.

All of our equine facilities are prioritised to 
enhance the student experience. 

Learning
They are used for lectures, practicals 
and seminars,  but also to provide work 
experience and volunteering opportunities, 
to support student and staff research 
and to provide experience of ‘real world’ 
situations.

Real world experience
Examples include attending the 
International Eventing Forum that we 

host and working at our own regional, 
national and international competitions 
but also everything from supporting Horse 
and Hound photo shoots to commercial 
bookings and Carl Hester training clinics. 
These unique opportunities are provided 
to support students in gaining additional 
experience to add to their CVs.

International Shows
Hartpury also organises and runs three 
world class events annually - the Hartpury 
Showjumping Spectacular, Hartpury 
Festival of Dressage and NAF Five Star 
International Hartpury Horse Trials.
It also provides a base for national 
championships such as Riding for 
the Disabled as well as affiliated and 
unaffiliated shows most weekends. 

HARTPURY: 
Home of world class equestrian facilities

Facilities include:

Equine Therapy Centre

World Class Arenas

Horse Simulators

Commercial Yard

LEADING THE WAY – new 
Rider Performance Centre 
is first of its kind in the UK

The Margaret Giffen Centre for 
Performance in Equestrian Sports 
supports riders of all levels and 
disciplines to enhance their athletic 
performance with access to specialist 
facilities and professional therapists. 
It incorporates a state-of-the-art 
strength and conditioning suite, 
rider performance zone including 
horse simulator, 3D motion capture 
and electromyography equipment, 
weight-lifting platforms and sport 
therapy area. Alongside our Equine 
Therapy Centre, the Centre also 
gives our equestrian sports students 
even more opportunities to learn 
classroom theory in a practical 
setting, including sessions with 
horse and rider partnerships.

I think Hartpury is fantastic and I always jump 
at the chance to lecture there. I have been to 
Hartpury hundreds of times and each time there 
seems to be a new facility being built. It’s like 
mushrooms growing out of the ground! It’s not 

just equine where the facilities are of a high standard but in 
other sports like rugby, and the links across the college are 
extremely impressive.

Yogi Breisner  
Team GB Performance Manager
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As Europe’s largest equine education centre, Hartpury attracts the very 
highest calibre lecturers, researchers and coaches, including Olympic 
gold medallist Carl Hester as an Elite Dressage Coach.
 
It also hosts riders, trainers and industry leaders from more 
than 20 countries at its three major equine festivals each year.
 
With Hartpury boasting the very best equine facilities, it’s 
no surprise that Olympic dressage sensation, Charlotte 
Dujardin, and her superstar ride, Valegro, are regular 
visitors.
 
The world record holders used the 2015 Hartpury 
International Festival of Dressage to prepare for the 
European Championships in Germany. Great Britain’s 
London 2012 gold medallist won three major classes over 
the first four days and teamed up with Valegro again on 
the final day to wow the crowds with a fantastic test to 
win the Baileys FEI CDI Grand Prix Special with 87.765.
 
Valegro, who is also known as Blueberry, visits Hartpury’s 
Equine Therapy Centre to use the Aquafit water treadmill 
with his groom, Alan Davies, around once a week as part 
of his normal regime, increasing his visits to twice a week 
in the build-up to competing at major events.
 

Valegro and I love Hartpury. We’re so lucky to 
have a facility like this so close by and it’s such 
a super show (Hartpury International Festival of 
Dressage); we look forward to it every year. The 

people behind the scenes here are incredible and so are the 
facilities. The water treadmill and the normal treadmill not 
only benefit us but lots of other local people too.”

Charlotte Dujardin OBE | 
Olympic Gold Medallist and world record holder

Hartpury provides the ideal training 
environment for people to start their 
career in the industry. I’m proud to 

be part of the college and working with the 
next generation of riders.”

Carl Hester | Hartpury Elite Dressage Coach 
Olympic Gold Medallist

Scan this QR code to watch Charlotte Dujardin 
and Valegro in the Baileys Horse Feeds CDI 
Grand Prix Special at Hartpury College HARTPURY: 

Home of the stars
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Hartpury provides a variety of equine 
courses ranging from Foundation 
degrees through to Masters 
qualifications. We encourage our 
students to stretch themselves, illustrated 
by excellent progression rates between 
levels and programmes.

For students who recognise themselves 
as practical learners, we offer 
Foundation degrees - designed with 
different career paths in mind. These 
programmes include work experience, 
which help students gain relevant skills 
and knowledge of the work environment 
and further support their degree 
education. Both programmes offer part-
time options.

Hartpury offers Bachelor of Science and 
Bachelor of Arts Honours degrees, while 
our one year top-up Honours Degree 
enables Foundation degree students 
to study for a further year to gain an 
honours degree qualification.  

Our degree programmes aim to produce 
graduates who have developed an all-
round understanding of key topics and 
the ability to problem solve using newly 
developed skills and equipment, ideas 
and research at the forefront of the 
equine field. We also work closely with 
our other specialist areas – Sport and 
Animal and Land – to enable students to 

explore their interests in these areas.

Our postgraduate offer is flexible and 
can include weekend block delivery 
supported by online learning materials. 
This provides the opportunity for 
bite-size or part-time study to gain 
Postgraduate Certificates, Diplomas 
or full Masters qualifications. Our 
Integrated Masters programmes combine 
degree and postgraduate study in one 
four-year course.

Students can undertake postgraduate 
study immediately after completing their 
honours degree or after time out from 
education. We also consider candidates 
who have been working to a high level 
in the equine industry.
You’ll find out more about the courses 
we offer and the careers some of our 
graduates have gone on to in the 
coming pages. 

Please note that our website provides 
the most comprehensive and up to date 
information and entry requirements 
for all programmes. We do welcome 
students with a wide range of 
qualifications, and our admissions team 
can be contacted on admissions@
hartpury.ac.uk or by calling 01452 
702557 to provide further advice and 
information.

HARTPURY: 
Our equine qualifications

DID YOU KNOW?
Hartpury Equine students have the chance to 
present their own research to their peers from 
other equine colleges and universities and 
representatives from the Equine industry at the 
Hartpury-Alltech Student Conference each year. 
Search for Alltech on the Hartpury website for 
more details!
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MEET THE Student | Stephen caley| BSc (Hons) Equestrian Sports Science 

What I do for work experience

As well as working as a barn mentor and in the 
Equine Therapy Centre at Hartpury, I have been 
lucky enough to get the opportunity to work on 
Great Britain Olympic dressage rider Carl Hester’s 
yard while studying for my degree. And it’s all 
thanks to the contacts that Hartpury has! 

My highlights from working in the 
industry

From day one, I was made to feel most welcome 
from Carl and the rest of Team Hester. They’re 
all truly lovely people and take such great care 
of these special horses. The team have allowed 
me to achieve things I could only have dreamt of 
and there are too many highlights to mention! 
However, hacking out on Nip Tuck with Alan 
Davies and Valegro really stands out in my mind!

How Hartpury has helped to open 
doors for me

Utilising the fantastic networking opportunities 
that Hartpury has to offer has been invaluable for 
me. A special thanks must go to Fizz Marshall, 
manager at Hartpury’s own Equine Therapy 
Centre. Fizz has been extremely supportive of 
me over my time here at Hartpury and, without 

her help, I would never have been given such a 
fantastic opportunity! The Therapy Centre has not 
only boosted my equine therapy and rehabilitation 
knowledge, but opened my eyes to successful yard 
management and the importance of implementing 
ground schooling techniques into a horse’s regime 
to improve ridden work.

Why I chose Hartpury
 
Ever since I discovered Hartpury College at a 
Further Education fair back home in the Isle 
of Man, it became my number one choice in 
pursuing my degree in Equestrian Sports Science. 
Originating from such a small Island, it was 
important for me to move to the ‘mainland’ to 
achieve my dreams of successfully working within 
the equine industry; I feel that Hartpury has been 
instrumental in me doing so.  

What makes Hartpury Equine 
special?
 
Hartpury Equine’s fantastic facilities really stand 
out for me. Having my own horse here on livery 
has allowed me to take advantage of everything 
Hartpury has to offer and the regular shows have 
allowed me to compete, despite not having my 
own transport. This has improved our partnership 
no end. The knowledgeable team of equine 
staff and lecturers are extremely supportive and 

provide excellent opportunities to get involved in 
a variety of activities on both an educational and 
recreational basis.

My hopes for the future
 
I would be happy if I could become even half the 
rider Carl is! Schooling and producing correct 
and happy dressage horses is my main passion, 
so I hope to achieve a successful career in doing 
this. However, like thousands of other budding 
dressage enthusiasts, working for Carl Hester on 
a full-time basis would be a dream come true. 
Carl and the rest of the team’s horsemanship, 
talent and success is, in my eyes, the pinnacle of 
dressage!

Top tips for future students
 
Get involved! Hartpury has a lot to offer any 
student, as long as they take advantage of the 
opportunities provided. Personally, volunteering at 
the Equine Therapy Centre has really helped me to 
come out of my shell and meet happy, helpful and 
like-minded people – so give it a go!
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Equine Science

Students on our Equine Science programmes develop a broad base of 
scientific knowledge and specialist skills. With such a wide variety of 
topics to choose from, they are able to tailor their degree to their own 
interests and career ambitions.

Teaching is delivered by experienced specialists and given a real world 
flavour through engagement with industry-relevant projects and 
contacts. All this is complemented by Hartpury’s top class facilities, 
including; the Equine Therapy Centre, new Rider Performance Centre 
and extensive research equipment and resources.

Students can choose to take a sandwich year between their second 
and third years, giving them invaluable industry experience.

Graduates on these programmes have gone on to become equine 
nutritionists, work in therapy and rehabilitation, become teachers and 
to work in veterinary medical sales and in welfare education. Those 
who have undertaken postgraduate study have become consultants 
and lecturers and taken up research posts.

We also offer a Foundation degree in Equine Science and 
Management with a pathway to top up to a full Equine Management 
Honours degree. Find out more in the Equine Management section.
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THE COURSE

On this applied biological science-based programme, students learn the 
fundamental principles of a range of topics during the first year in preparation 
for more specialist subject areas in the following years, when optional 
modules allow students to tailor their degree to their own interests and career 
ambitions. Key strands include Nutrition, Therapy and Rehabilitation, Breeding, 
Behaviour and Welfare and Health and Disease.
  
Students on this degree programme will learn valuable research skills, 
enabling them to pursue advanced research projects, especially in their final 
year dissertation, and benefit from Hartpury’s extensive resources and staff 
expertise.

Trips are often run in association with specific modules and these are run on a 
cost recovery basis only, with students given significant time to be able to plan 
for such expenses. A number of modules also invite guest speakers from the 
equine and related industries, as well as from other academic institutions.
 
The international exchange programme with Delaware College in the USA can 
provide a cultural experience as well as an opportunity to gain credits toward 
the degree, while the sandwich year option enables students to gain valuable 
work experience that also supports the development and widening of their 
skills base and key contacts within the equine industry. 

UCAS CODE: D334

GCSE | Five GCSEs at Grade C or above to include English language, Mathematics and a Science

A-level subjects/grades | Two A2s to include a biological science (typical offer BBC or equivalent) 

Level 3 Extended Diploma subjects/grades | DMM in a relevant science subject

Access | Pass, including a biological science studied at Level 3

We welcome students with equivalent qualifications. Contact the admissions team to discuss.

TYPICAL OFFER (See website for latest course information)

BSc (Hons) Equine Science Degree 
THREE YEARS FULL-TIME
(Four years with Sandwich Year)
(Part-time options available)

Going to Hartpury was one 
of the best decisions I’ve ever 
made. I chose to do a sandwich 
year and worked as an Equine 
Orthopaedic Technician at the 
University of Edinburgh’s equine 

hospital. This experience was invaluable, providing 
me with practical experience to back up the 
theoretical learning in my final year, and also gave 
me the practical skills I needed to fulfil a specialist 
Games Maker role as a veterinary technician at the 
London 2012 Olympic Games.”
 
Sian Ellis
Research Officer at the Horse Trust
Equine Science graduate
 

THE COURSE

A unique equine Integrated Masters programme aimed at those students who 
are passionate about science and have ambitions to progress to postgraduate 
study. This programme combines undergraduate and postgraduate study in one 
degree. On this applied biological science-based  programme, students learn the 
fundamental principles of a variety of topics during the first year in preparation 
for more specialist subject areas in the following years, when optional modules 
allow students to tailor their degree to their own interests and career ambitions.
  
The third year also incorporates some study at Masters level, to facilitate the step 
up to the fourth year, which is similar to the MSc Equine Science programme.

Key strands include Research Processes and Projects, Nutrition, Therapy and 
Breeding, Behaviour and Welfare, and Health and Disease. Students on this 
programme will learn valuable research skills, enabling them to pursue advanced 
research projects, especially in their final year dissertation, and benefit from 
Hartpury’s extensive resources and research active staff.

Trips are often run in association with specific modules and these are run on a 
cost recovery basis only, with students given significant time to be able to plan 
for such expenses. A number of modules also invite guest speakers from the 
equine and related industries, as well as from other academic institutions.

The international exchange programme with Delaware College in the USA can 
provide a cultural experience as well as an opportunity to gain credits toward the 
degree, while the sandwich year option enables students to gain valuable work 
experience that also supports the development and widening of their skills base 
and key contacts within the equine industry.

MScI Equine Science 
Four Years FULL-TIME
(Part-time study routes available)

UCAS CODE: D336

GCSE | Five GCSEs at Grade C or above to include English, Mathematics and Science

A-level subjects/grades | A minimum of two A2s to include a biological science (typical offer ABB or 

equivalent) 

Level 3 Extended Diploma subjects/grades | DDM in an equine, animal or biological science 

programme.

Access | Pass, including a biological science studied at Level 3

We welcome students with equivalent qualifications. Contact the admissions team to discuss.

TYPICAL OFFER (See website for latest course information)

When I did work experience 
for Horse and Hound, they 
were very impressed with my 
knowledge of the industry 
and really rated Hartpury as a 

high-end equine institution. You’re exposed to 
so many top people in the industry at Hartpury 
and the training uses the most up-to-date 
methods and world-class facilities.”
 
Steph Bateman
Freelance equine journalist
BSc (Hons) Equine Science graduate
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MEET THE graduate | Ruth kennerley | Soft tissue therapist 

What I do
I work as a soft tissue specialist in a private 
physiotherapy clinic, working with professional 
athletes and members of the public. I use a range 
of sports massage techniques to achieve the 
manipulation of soft tissues, which helps improve 
circulation, movement and flexibility, prevents 
injuries and reduces pain and tension. I work 
alongside two physiotherapists, a strength and 
conditioning coach and a hypnotherapist.

The best bits about my job
My Equine Science course, the equine academy 
and my job at the Equine Therapy Centre at 
Hartpury all inspired me to become a soft tissue 
specialist and I absolutely love my job! There is no 
better feeling than seeing your clients improve and 
achieve things that they never thought they could. 

How Hartpury helped me get 
where I am now
Hartpury was the catalyst in inspiring me to work 
hard to make my dreams come true. On my 
course, I gained an intrinsic knowledge of human 
anatomy, physiology and all the elements needed 
to achieve peak performance. I was a member of 
Hartpury’s Elite Development Equine Academy, 
which gave me weekly access to my own 
strength and conditioning coach, sports therapist, 
nutritionist and psychologist. That inspired a 

passion for sports performance. I also worked 
within the Equine Therapy Centre, independently 
carrying out therapies and making decisions about 
the best rehabilitation programme. I was also a 
barn mentor at Hartpury, which gave me skills that 
now help me to run my own business.

Why I chose to study at Hartpury
As a competitive dressage rider, I did not want to 
give up riding but I knew I needed to get a degree 
to go into the field of work that I wanted to. To 
be able to do both and have my horse stabled 
in such a fantastic facility made the decision to 
study at Hartpury the easiest decision I’ve ever 
made. My degree enabled me to combine my two 
passions; dressage and rider performance. The 
outstanding learning facilities and approachable 
tutors meant that I always felt like I had the very 
best support and I achieved a First Class Honours 
degree. Plus the equine facilities are unrivalled. I 
felt so lucky to have access to the Equine Therapy 
Centre and to ride daily in international arenas. 
Hartpury’s international competitions give students 
opportunities to build contacts with Olympic 
equestrian athletes and I even data collected 
for my dissertation at the Hartpury Festival of 
Dressage. 

My ambitions
I was proud to be a member of the elite academy 
and I’m ambitious to compete at Grand Prix level. 
I would not be the rider I am today without the 

support and expertise that Hartpury provided. I’m 
studying on an Equine Sports Massage course so 
that I can become a member of the Equine Sports 
Massage Association (ESMA) and treat both horse 
and rider - my dream job! I’m very excited to be 
part of the Road2Rio sponsorship programme. 
The Sports Massage Association (SMA) is offering 
support for unfunded British Athletes in the run-
up to the Olympic and Paralympic Games in Brazil. 
I’m excited to have the opportunity to help British 
athletes to fulfil their potential.

THE COURSE

The MSc Equine Science programme provides you with the opportunity to 
develop and further explore a range of applied subjects within the field of 
equestrian science, building on your prior learning and experience within the 
industry. 

The programme contains core modules within a broad range of subjects; each 
with a strong applied context enabling you to appreciate and evaluate the 
interaction of science within practice.

Students have opportunities to use different types of technology, for example 
gait analysis and electromyography equipment, that they can use for data 
measurement and collection depending on the modules selected or the line of 
investigation taken in their thesis. 

Your choice of modules will help you to increase your knowledge and 
understanding of how equine science can maximise performance, extend 
career length or aid in selection of the performance horse, with a core goal of 
optimising the horse’s welfare.

Both the postgraduate dissertation module and the optional postgraduate 
independent study module provide you with the opportunity to examine 
in greater level of critical detail an area of equine science which you have 
a motivated interest in and which is potentially linked to future career 
development. 

Students are encouraged to attend conferences, present their research and 
become a member of the wider academic community, including at our own 
annual Hartpury-Alltech Student Conference.

Applicants should have at least a lower second class (2:2) Honours Degree in a relevant subject.

Students with non-relevant qualifications but with two or more years of relevant work experience or 

professional experience will be considered on an individual basis.

We welcome students with equivalent qualifications. Contact the admissions team to discuss.

You can apply for this course via the Hartpury website.

TYPICAL OFFER (See website for latest course information)

TWO YEARs FULL-TIME
(One year accelerated full-time)

(MSc, Postgraduate Diploma or Postgraduate Certificate) Equine Science

DID YOU KNOW?
The postgraduate Equine Science provision is offered as a PG Certificate, PG 
Diploma or MSc. The opportunity to progress from the PG Certificate to the PG 
Diploma and then on to the Masters programme supports the opportunity for 
part-time study options that could range from two to six years depending on 
personal circumstances and career goals.

The taught modules are delivered via weekend study blocks to facilitate study 
alongside your career or personal commitments. Each module will be delivered 
over either one or two weekends depending on the credit weighting and delivery 
methods for the module. Trips are often run in association with specific modules 
that are run on a cost recovery basis only and students are given significant time 
to be able to plan for such expenses outside of the standard fees.
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THE COURSE

The Postgraduate Certificate in Equine Behaviour and Welfare provides you 
with the opportunity to develop and further explore a range of applied subjects 
within the field of equestrian science, with a specific focus on optimising the 
welfare of the horse through the employment of appropriate management 
strategies within the routine care of equestrian athletes.

The programme is founded around the core module of Equine Behaviour and 
Welfare. The applied content of this module enables you to appreciate and 
evaluate the interactions between the horse, the human and the management 
systems imposed on the equine athlete. This module aims to increase your 
knowledge of equine behavioural science and develop an appreciation of 
how scientific investigations into equine behaviour can enhance health and 
performance within the domestic horse.

Optional modules also enable you to tailor your study to your areas of interest. 
In the past, these have included Breeding for Performance, Rider Performance, 
Applied Equine Exercise Physiology, Equine Therapy and Rehabilitation and 
Postgraduate Independent Study.

This Postgraduate Certificate can be completed in one year and, on successful 
completion, graduates have the opportunity to progress to the PG Diploma 
Equine Science and then on to MSc Equine Science, or directly on to the MSc 
Equine Science. The PG Certificate therefore acts as an ideal transition to 
postgraduate study for those who may not be in a position to move straight on 
to a full Masters programme.

Trips are often run in association with specific modules that are run on a cost 
recovery basis only and students are given significant time to be able to plan 
for such expenses outside of the standard fees.

Applicants should have at least a lower second class (2:2) Honours Degree in a relevant subject.

Students with non-relevant qualifications but with two or more years of relevant work experience or 

professional experience will be considered on an individual basis.

We welcome students with equivalent qualifications. Contact the admissions team to discuss.

You can apply for this course via the Hartpury website.

TYPICAL OFFER (See website for latest course information) 

[Postgraduate Certificate] Equine Behaviour and Welfare
ONE YEAR PART-TIME

DID YOU KNOW?
The taught modules within the equine postgraduate provision are 
delivered via weekend study blocks to enable you to study alongside 
your career or personal commitments. Each module will be delivered 
over either one or two weekends depending on the credit weighting and 
delivery methods for the module.
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Equine Performance  
AND THERAPY

Our Equine Performance and Therapy courses have a strong focus on 
the understanding and management of competition or performance 
horses and the horse and rider partnership.

For those wishing to expand their knowledge of the equine industry 
and gain invaluable work experience, the Foundation degree in Equine 
Performance offers students the option of a sandwich year and work 
placements can be anything from working at an international eventing 
yard to the Swedish National Stud.

And new for 2016, we’re offering a new degree in Equine Science 
with Therapy, giving students the chance to specialise in the therapy 
and rehabilitation of horses.

Equine performance graduates have gone on to a range of exciting 
careers, including sponsorship co-ordinator at the Three Counties 
Showground and riding school instructor for orphaned children in 
Lusaka, Zambia.

Whether you’re undertaking undergraduate or postgraduate study, 
you’ll benefit from access to our new Rider Performance Centre, which 
enables riders from all disciplines to access facilities and professional 
therapists to enhance their performance and help them to rehabilitate 
from injury.
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THE COURSE

Modules in both years of this Foundation degree programme enable students 
to gain knowledge and experience of how to train, manage, feed and maintain 
performance horses as well as gaining an insight into the added demands of 
competition.
 
Students who recognise themselves as practical learners will benefit from 
opportunities to develop skills and knowledge to understand the demands 
associated with the management and training of the modern performance 
horse.
 
The option of a sandwich year provides an opportunity to work within 
industry and apply the theory students have learned on their course, and work 
placements help to develop personal and professional skills.

A variety of assessment opportunities exist for this programme, including 
practical exams, portfolios, oral presentations, reports, written exams and 
assignments, allowing students to develop a range of skills, either to hit the 
ground running in the workplace or for future study, with graduates often 
going on to top up to a full honours degree with the BSc (Hons) Equine 
Management (top-up).

Trips are often run to complement the theory learned on specific modules that 
are run on a cost recovery basis only and students are given significant time to 
be able to plan for such expenses outside of the standard fees.

UCAS CODE: D427

GCSE | Five GCSEs at Grade C or above to include English language, Mathematics and a Science

A-level subjects/grades | One A2, preferably to include a biological science (typical offer CC or 

equivalent). If a biological science has not been studied at Level 3, students will need to complete a 

biological science subject in the first year.

Level 3 Extended Diploma subjects/grades | DMM in any subject

Access | Pass, including Level 3 credits in a science subject

Extensive experience in the equine industry

You will generally need riding experience up to BHS Stage 2 although equivalent experience and 

qualifications can be considered.

We welcome students with equivalent qualifications. Contact the admissions team to discuss.

TYPICAL OFFER (See website for latest course information)

Foundation Equine Performance Degree  
Two YEARS FULL-TIME
(Three years with sandwich year)

DID YOU KNOW?
Students on this course have completed their work placements at an 
international eventing yard, a National Hunt racing yard, the Swedish 
National Stud and Hartpury’s own Equine Therapy Centre. We have links 
with various placement providers and students are welcome to suggest 
their own placements based on their career ambitions.

THE COURSE

This programme is designed to provide a broad understanding of equine 
science, with a special focus on equine therapy. Whilst you will not be 
qualified to become a therapist upon graduation, it will expose you to the 
scientific principles which underpin horse health, performance, therapy and 
rehabilitation. The programme can also act as a springboard into relevant 
further study required to pursue a career as an equine therapist.

Benefiting from some of the best equestrian facilities in the world, supported 
by internationally renowned researchers, students are exposed to a wide range 
of therapists. This allows students to understand the benefits, limitations, latest 
research and professional guidelines on using a variety of therapeutic options 
to enhance horse welfare and performance.

An optional sandwich year can be taken in the third year. Equine Science 
students have worked in a wide range of therapies, but also in other 
environments, in the UK and all over the world, gaining relevant practical 
knowledge, exposure to the industry and making important contacts.

Teaching is delivered through lectures, laboratory practicals and dissections, 
and yard-based work such as lameness assessments and exercise testing. 
Seminars are used to discuss theories and new ideas, and guest lectures and 
demonstrations give you expert information from industry professionals and 
researchers. 

Optional modules enable students to tailor their study to their own areas of 
interest. Modules on this programme could include Equine Veterinary Science, 
Equine Diagnostics and Therapy, Hydrotherapy, Equine Rehabilitation and 
Therapy and Equine Diseases and Disorders. 

BSc (Hons) Equine Science with Therapy New for September 2016 (subject to validation)

THREE YEARS FULL-TIME
(Four years with Sandwich Year)
(Part-time options available)

DID YOU KNOW?
Graduates could potentially progress on to further study including McTimoney, 
Equine BodyWorking, equine sports massage and more. There’s also the option 
to go on and study for Masters degrees and PhDs and use the science-based 
nature of the degree to progress into education and PGCEs and even veterinary 
medicine. This degree could potentially also opens the door to wider job roles, 
including pharmaceutical sales and laboratory researchers.

UCAS CODE: D335

GCSE | Five GCSEs at Grade C or above to include English language, Mathematics and a Science

A-level subjects/grades | Two A2s to include a biological science (typical offer BBC or equivalent) 

Level 3 Extended Diploma subjects/grades | DMM in a relevant science subject

Access | Pass, including a biological science studied at Level 3

We welcome students with equivalent qualifications. Contact the admissions team to discuss.

TYPICAL OFFER (See website for latest course information)
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MEET THE Graduate | RACHEL KENT | Sponsorship co-ordinator at the Three Counties Showground in 
Malvern, Worcestershire 

I use what I learned 
during my studies at 

Hartpury every day, especially 
from the practical side, like 
delivering presentations to 
members of the board.”

About my job

I manage about 50 different sponsorship accounts 
for four different major shows across the year. The 
accounts I manage are incredibly varied - some are 
equestrian, some agricultural, some sporting and 
some are from very different industry sectors like 
building management, educational institutions and 
clothing brands.

Why I went to Hartpury 

I chose Hartpury because it allowed me to do a 
foundation degree in Equine Performance with a 
sandwich year incorporated and I was really keen 
to gain valuable work experience alongside my 
studies. When I returned from my sandwich year, 
I chose to stay at Hartpury and top-up to the BSc 
Equine Management degree. I then went on to 
do my Masters in Sports Business Management 
and that progression route from foundation right 
through to Masters suited me perfectly. It enabled 
me to focus in on my areas of interest, hone so 
many different skills and gain a really wide variety 
of work experience. The opportunities at Hartpury 
are limitless. At times, I had four or five different 
part-time jobs alongside study. I was crazy busy but 
I learned a lot about myself and gained impressive 
skills which have since helped me to start out on a 
great career.

My most memorable experiences at 
Hartpury

So many! Endless memories of barbecues, movie 
nights and enjoying the sun in the beautiful 
grounds, not to mention trying to balance study 
with nights out! I organised a ‘Take Me Out’ event 
once for the Student Union. It was so stressful and 
I think I had a 3,000 word assignment in for the 
next day. Loading your plate like that is the best 
way to learn to work under pressure.

Using my degree at work

I use what I learned during my studies at Hartpury 
every day, especially from the practical side, 
like delivering presentations to members of the 
board. Equally, I learned a lot about putting packs 
together for sponsors during my Masters in Sports 
Business Management. Time management and 
organisation is a huge part of any job role and 
Hartpury helped me with that by always giving me a 
full plate! 

How I got into the industry

I’ve always been interested in agriculture but 
I didn’t want to spend my career in wellies! I 
worked within the marketing team at Hartpury and 
that opened my eyes to more career possibilities. 
Networking was also key and it’s such an 

underrated skill. If you’re interested in working for 
someone, make use of the skills you already have, 
and follow them on Twitter, like them on Facebook 
and add them on LinkedIn. 

Advice for graduates

While you’re at university, get as much work 
experience as you can. It’s the only time in your 
life where you have a guaranteed income from 
your loan – use the extra time to get part-time jobs 
or voluntary roles in environments you wouldn’t 
normally put yourself into – you might find that 
you like them! Finally, don’t be afraid to ask 
questions. If you’re interested in a career, find out 
as much as you can about it. Preparation is key!

To see what life is like as a 
Foundation Equine Performance 
degree student, watch our video
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THE COURSE

The Masters in Research Equestrian Performance programme provides the 
opportunity to put into practice research techniques from a range of new 
and rapidly moving areas depending on your chosen field of study. We will 
support you with the opportunities and expertise that Hartpury has to offer 
as an educational and world class competition establishment. Our institution 
is increasing its research profile, including our active Research Centre for 
Performance in Equestrian Sports, while the new Rider Performance Centre 
opens up a world of opportunity. Students are encouraged to become 
immersed in the research ethos through attendance at conferences, 
presentation of their own research and by becoming a member of the wider 
academic community, including at our own annual Hartpury-Alltech Student 
Conference.

The programme includes an extended research project alongside a research 
process module and subject specific modules, chosen by you, to complement 
your chosen specialist research topic. These modules have included Equine 
Therapy and Rehabilitation, Applied Equine Exercise Physiology, Equine 
Behaviour and Welfare and Rider Performance.

The aim of the extended research project is that you will make a valuable 
contribution of knowledge to the field of equestrian performance. Through 
the requirements of the programme, you will be expected to critically evaluate 
current research, analyse primary data and report your findings. These skills 
will allow you to understand and apply current scientific thinking, develop new 
ideas, and evaluate current processes and practices. 

The taught components of the Masters in Research Equestrian Performance are 
delivered via weekend study blocks to facilitate study alongside your career or 
personal commitments.
 

Applicants should have at least a lower second class (2:2) Honours Degree in a relevant subject and a 

strong desire to engage in research.

Students with non-relevant qualifications but with two or more years of relevant work experience or 

professional experience will be considered on an individual basis.

We welcome students with equivalent qualifications. Contact the admissions team to discuss.

TYPICAL OFFER (See website for latest course information)

(MRes) Equestrian Performance
ONE YEAR FULL-TIME
(Flexible part-time options available)

Each taught module will be delivered over either one or two weekends 
depending on the credit weighting and delivery methods for the module, while 
the extended research project is undertaken across the academic year through 
independent study supported by an allocated supervisory team.

The Masters in Research Equestrian Performance can be completed full-time in 
one year. The option for part-time study is available and study plans from two 
to three years may be negotiated depending on personal circumstances and 
career goals. 
Students enrolled on the MSc in Research are able to apply for funding to 
support their research project (currently a maximum of £1000) 

THE COURSE

The Postgraduate Certificate Equestrian Performance and Rehabilitation will 
provide you with the opportunity to further explore and develop knowledge of 
applied subjects specifically focused on maintaining, enhancing and restoring 
performance within equestrian athletes. The content of core modules which 
include Therapy and Rehabilitation of the Equine Athlete and Applied Equine 
Exercise Physiology will enable successful graduates to appreciate and evaluate 
the interaction between the physiology of exercise and the principles behind 
rehabilitating the sports horse. 

Within these and optional modules such as Rider Performance, students can 
gain hands-on experience of modern technology, including gait analysis and 
electromyography equipment, which is often used to assess performance. 
Experience of these types of technology could develop valuable skills for future 
career aspirations. Overall the PGCert aims to increase your knowledge and 
understanding of how Equine Science can maximise performance, increase 
career length, and aid in selection of the performance horse. 

The Postgraduate Certificate Equestrian Performance and Rehabilitation 
can be completed full-time in one year. On successful completion of the PG 
Certificate, graduates have the opportunity to progress to the PG Diploma 
Equine Science and then on to MSc Equine Science or directly on to the MSc 
Equine Science. The PG Certificate, therefore, acts as an ideal transition to 
postgraduate study for those who may not be in a position to go straight on to 
a full Masters programme. 

The taught modules within the equine postgraduate provision are delivered 
via weekend study blocks to help you to fit study alongside your career and/or 
personal commitments. 

ONE YEAR PART-TIME

DID YOU KNOW?
You’ll benefit from access to our new Rider Performance Centre, which 
enables riders from all disciplines to access facilities and professional 
therapists to enhance their performance and help them to rehabilitate 
from injury.

Each module will be delivered over either one or two weekends depending on 
the credit weighting and delivery methods for the module. Trips are often run 
in association with specific modules that are run on a cost recovery basis and 
students are given significant time to be able to plan for such expenses outside 
of the standard fees.

(Postgraduate Certificate) Equestrian Performance and Rehabilitation

Applicants should have at least a lower second class (2:2) Honours Degree in a relevant subject 

Students with non-relevant qualifications but with two or more years of relevant work experience or 

professional experience will be considered on an individual basis.

We welcome students with equivalent qualifications. Contact the admissions team to discuss.

TYPICAL OFFER (See website for latest course information)
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MEET THE STAFF | JEREMY MICHAELS | Lecturer in Equine Science at Hartpury, Fellow of the British  
Horse Society (BHS) and Chief Assessor for the BHS 

I’ve seen Hartpury 
grow so much since 

1991 to the point we’re at 
now – hosting international 
competitions 
of the highest class.”

What I do at Hartpury

I lecture Hartpury’s Equine Science students 
in equitation and riding theory, equine event 
organisation and ground schooling and 
rehabilitation, in which students learn how to 
work and handle horses from the ground in 
a safe and effective way from lunging to long 
reining, using training aids and rehabilitating 
injured horses. The equine events module involves 
students in every aspect of running an event 
or show, from demonstrations to marketing, 
budgeting, health and safety and organising the 
presenters. 

How I got here

I had a gap year before university, having secured 
a place at Loughborough, to work with horses. I 
took my first teaching exam at Talland School of 
Equitation in Cirencester, got hooked and ended 
up giving up my university place. I then worked 
for two years as chief instructor for an Army riding 
club – the West Berlin Saddle Club – when I was 
20. I went back to Talland and did more exams 
before going to Australia for a year to teach 
and ride. I was chief instructor for 10 years at 
Wellington Riding School in Reading. I freelanced 
for two years around the Reading area, before 
joining Hartpury in 1991 as Head of Equine and 
later Director of Equine. I was actually involved 

in writing the first degree programme here. I 
did finally get my degree in 1996 – a Masters in 
Education from Bristol. I went to the British Horse 
Society (BHS) in 1999 – working my way up to 
Deputy Chief Executive – before returning to 
Hartpury in 2002, carrying out the roles of Equine 
Director, Equitation Director and International 
Director. I left in 2010 to be a freelance coach and 
assessor and returned to Hartpury to become a 
lecturer in 2012.

My experience of the equine world

I’m one of only 50 BHS Fellows in the world. It 
is the highest British qualification in teaching 
riding and was always an aspiration of mine. I’m 
also a chief assessor for the BHS – leading teams 
of assessors at BHS examination centres. I teach 
riders of all abilities too. I travel to China to teach 
at Equuleus International Riding School in Beijing 
and I’m helping them to become the first BHS 
examination centre in mainland China. I ride their 
horses and train their staff and clients. I also carry 
out expert witness work in court when there has 
been an accident involving a horse.

Opportunities in equine
 
Some parents used to say that there was no future 
in working with horses but now it opens the 
doors to such a vast spectrum of careers. I would 

advise students to get as many qualifications as 
they can – general academic as well as specialist 
ones in your areas of interest – it shows potential 
employers that you’re prepared to buckle down, 
work hard and study. Also take every opportunity 
offered to you to improve your communication 
skills. Employers also want to know that you have 
practical experience of riding, holding, moving and 
handling horses, whatever your equine degree.
 

Why study at Hartpury 
 
I’ve seen Hartpury grow so much since 1991 to 
the point we’re at now – hosting international 
competitions of the highest class. The equine 
facilities at Hartpury are unrivalled anywhere in 
the world. It’s an incredible place to study and 
students here are very lucky to have access to staff 
with so much industry experience and so many 
contacts all over the world. I helped one of my 
students to secure a placement with the Swedish 
National Stud. Work experience is absolutely key 
to getting ahead.
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THE COURSE

This part-time programme is available to registered physiotherapists who are 
looking to specialise in animals. Graduates from this programme will either 
have a Postgraduate Diploma or MSc in Veterinary Physiotherapy, which will 
allow them to upgrade from Category B membership of ACPAT to Category 
A. Once qualified, students will be eligible to set up their own business in 
veterinary physiotherapy or be employed in the industry.
 
Topics you study on this programme could include Clinical Practice, 
Comparative and Applied Anatomy Physiology and Biomechanics, 
Understanding Veterinary Diagnostics and Physiotherapy Assessment, Research 
Methods and Applied Business Management.

Students will also be able to complete their own research and explore their 
own interests by completing a postgraduate dissertation in the third year if 
they choose to.

You will also be required to undertake periods of clinical placement and 
students are expected to undertake a significant amount of independent 
learning.
 
The course is offered on a part-time basis with teaching delivered in ‘blocks’ 
of study (each block is usually between two and four days in length and there 
are approximately 12 blocks of attendance per year) on both weekdays and 
weekends. Additionally, there will be times when students are required to 
attend for individual days, e.g. where assessments are scheduled.

Veterinary Physiotherapy (MSc)
Masters Degree Three Years

TYPICAL OFFER (See website for latest course information)

You must be a physiotherapist registered with the Health and Care Professions Council. You will also 

need to be a member of the Chartered Society of Physiotherapy and be a Category B member of the 

Association of Chartered Physiotherapists in Animal Therapy (ACPAT) for insurance purposes. 

Applicants should have at least a lower second class (2:2) Honours degree in physiotherapy.

A minimum of one year postgraduate experience of working as a human physiotherapist is also 

desirable.

Applicants whose first language is not English must have a minimum IELTS score of seven overall with 

a minimum of 6.5 in any section (or equivalent).

DID YOU KNOW?
Both undergraduate and postgraduate students at Hartpury can bid for funding to 
support their own research projects and often collaborate with staff on 
sector-leading research and industry innovation

THE COURSE

Completion of this programme will give eligibility to the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons Veterinary Nursing Register and legally allow you to practice 
as a Registered Veterinary Nurse*. You will complete a work-based learning 
placement (currently 60 weeks) in an approved RCVS equine veterinary nursing 
training practice, which will allow you to gain and develop clinical skills, plus you’ll 
learn about a range of species, including dogs, cats, horses and exotics.

You’ll also benefit from Hartpury’s outstanding facilities, including a veterinary 
nursing clinical skills area, Equine Therapy Centre, small animal house, 
hydrotherapy treadmill and pool and commercial farm.

The teaching team are all RCVS Registered Veterinary Nurses with industry 
experience and the programme is fully accredited by a professional body (RCVS).

Study topics could include Anatomy, Animal Husbandry, Pharmacy Management 
and Patient Care for Veterinary Nursing and Professional Veterinary Nursing 
Practice, as well as Preparation for Placement in the second year, when you will be 
supported by your clinical coach and tutor to complete your Nursing Progress Log.

In the final year of the Foundation degree, topics could focus on Diagnostics, 
Surgical and Anaesthesia Practice and Reflective Veterinary nursing practice, as 
well as a wide range of optional modules that will enable you to explore your own 
areas of interest.

On successful completion of the Foundation degree, you will be eligible to progress 
on to the BSc (Hons) Equine Veterinary Nursing top-up.

 *Due to the professional nature of this programme, students will incur some 
additional costs

Foundation degree Equine Veterinary Nursing Science 
THREE YEARS FULL-TIME WITH SANDWICH YEAR
(a one year BSc (Hons) top-up is also available)

TYPICAL OFFER (See website for latest course information)

UCAS CODE: D311

Just before starting sixth form, my horse had to go to 
hospital for major surgery and it was the after-care the 
nurses gave her that made me decide I wanted to be an 
equine vet nurse. One of my tutors helped me get a job as a 
part-time nursing assistant at a local equine practice before I 

even started my degree. That really helped to build my confidence.”

Catherine Lane
Equine Veterinary Nurse

GCSE | Five GCSEs at Grade C or above to include English, Maths and Science

A-level subjects/grades | One A2 to include biological science

Level 3 Extended Diploma subjects/grades | MPP in a biological science subject or equivalent

Access | Pass including a Level 3 credit in biology 

Equine veterinary nursing work experience

Top-up entry requirements: Successful completion of the Foundation degree will enable you to 

progress on to the BSc (Hons) Equine Veterinary Nursing Science top-up.

We welcome students with equivalent qualifications. Contact the admissions team to discuss.
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Equine Management

Students on these programmes study a wide range of business and 
science modules, graduating with a robust, applied business degree 
that enables them to hit the ground running in their chosen industry.

Optional modules enable them to tailor their degree towards their 
interests and career ambitions, while students can choose to take 
a sandwich year between their second and third years; giving them 
invaluable on-the-job experience and a greater understanding of the 
business industry.

They benefit from extensive opportunities for work experience on site, 
including at international events and in the Equine Therapy Centre, 
and with Hartpury enjoying excellent relationships and partnerships 
within the equine Industry, students are able to engage in real-life 
projects and experiences.

The Foundation degree in Equine Science and Management is perfect 
for students that recognise themselves as practical learners, offering 
practical as well as lecture and seminar style delivery. They are also 
given the skills they will need if they choose to progress on to the BSc 
Equine Management top-up degree.
 
Graduates on these programmes have gone on to work in marketing 
and public relations, yard management, finance, equine nutrition, 
event organisation and teaching and lecturing.

 I lead a team of 250 staff, manage four 
equestrian centres and help with the strategic 
delivery of equestrian in Hong Kong - from 
participation level through to elite. My journey 
at Hartpury lasted 14 years – from student to 

deputy principal. During that time, I was Event Director for 
the FEI World Para Dressage Championships, as well as for 
international dressage and eventing. From there I worked 
for the organising committee of the Beijing 2008 Games. 
On returning to the UK, I was appointed CEO of British 
Dressage and worked as discipline manager at the London 
2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games. Being a Hartpury 
graduate gave me an enormous grounding that has 
stood me in good stead throughout my career. Not only 
was the academic programme excellent, the additional 
opportunities available to gain real life experience were 
priceless.”

Amanda Bond, Hong 
Kong Jockey Club 
Executive Manager, 
Equestrian Affairs
Hartpury graduate, 
Masters in Sports 
Business Management.
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THE COURSE

On this course, students will engage in modules and work-based learning to 
develop practical competencies up to industry gold standard. Between the first 
and second years, students source work experience of their choice relevant 
to the programme to gain real life experience and use the knowledge gained 
from study and experiences in the final year. 

Students can tailor their study via a wide range of modules available in the sec-
ond year, which can include strands such as Therapy, Behaviour, Nutrition, Stud 
Management and Event Organisation. Trips are often run in association with 
specific modules and these are run on a cost recovery basis only, with students 
given significant time to be able to plan for such expenses.

Practical skills are assessed alongside BHS qualifications, with the programme 
mapped against the BHS Horse Knowledge and Care syllabus up to stage 
three, while assessment methods include portfolios, assignments, presentations 
and written/practical exams. This supports students to develop a variety of skills 
they will need if they choose to progress on to the BSc Equine Management 
top-up programme.

Foundation Equine Science & Management Degree
Two Years Full-Time
(Part-time options available)

DID YOU KNOW?
Students on this programme have gained work experience at Hartpury’s own 
international equine events, at stud farms, elite eventing, showjumping and 
dressage yards and the Equine Therapy Centre at Hartpury.

THE COURSE

The Equine Management top-up is very flexible in delivery, and can be 
completed part-time or full-time, making it a great option for those already 
working in industry. It provides an opportunity for students who have just 
completed a Foundation degree or HND to top up to a full Honours degree, 
but also enables graduates who gained employment following completion of 
a Foundation Degree or HND to gain an additional qualification which could 
help them progress further in their careers. We also welcome applications 
from people who have been immersed in the industry and wish to gain a 
qualification to complement their practical skills (acceptance subject to a short 
interview).
 
The programme includes a mixture of business and science modules, as well 
as a dissertation, giving students the opportunity to pursue their own interests 
and develop their own research. Students who have not previously studied 
research processes and statistics will also be required to complete a module 
on these topics in the first semester to support successful completion of their 
dissertation.
 
Topics you could study on this top-up degree include Behaviour, Nutrition, 
Business Management, Ethics and Welfare and Performance.
 
You will benefit from access to our Animal Science Laboratories as well 
as Hartpury’s own commercial yard, Equine Therapy Centre and Rider 
Performance Centre. We’ll also support you to secure exciting work experience 
placements that could open the door to your dream career, or you’ll have the 
option to continue on to postgraduate study, including the MSc Equine Science 
or the Masters by Research (Equestrian Performance).

UCAS CODE: DNKL

A  pass in a Foundation Degree or Higher National Diploma in Equine Science or an equine-related 

programme.

We welcome students with equivalent qualifications. Contact the admissions team to discuss.

TYPICAL OFFER (See website for latest course information)

BSC (Hons) Equine Management (top-up)
One Year Full-Time
(Part-time options available)

To see what life is like as a 
Foundation Equine Science and 
Management degree student, 
watch our video

UCAS CODE: D42F

GCSE | Five GCSEs at Grade C or above to include English language, Mathematics and a Science

A-level subjects/grades | One A2, preferably to include a biological science (typical offer CC or 

equivalent). If a biological science has not been studied at Level 3, students will need to complete a 

biological science subject in the first year.

Level 3 Extended Diploma subjects/grades | DMM in any subject

Access | Pass, including Level 3 credits in a science subject

We welcome students with equivalent qualifications. Contact the admissions team to discuss.

TYPICAL OFFER (See website for latest course information)

I have my own business, creating 
and selling high-end bespoke leather 
goods, after beating hundreds of 
applicants to the Queen Elizabeth 
Scholarship (QEST). I carried out 

my work placement at Colne Saddlery and I used 
my experience there as a basis for my third year 
dissertation, which focused on updating a business. 
Without the course and everything that I learnt 
during my time at Hartpury, I wouldn’t be where I 
am now.” 

Eloise Caisley
Leather goods business owner
BA (Hons) Equine Business Management Graduate
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MEET THE Graduate | ellie harrod | Graduate placements with British Horseracing Authority  

I’ve made valuable 
contacts through fantastic 
networking opportunities 

and been given the best insight 
into the racing industry.” 

What I do

I completed a graduate placement with the British 
Horseracing Authority (BHA) with Newmarket 
Jockey Club Racecourses. I worked in sales, events 
management and customer relations and oversaw 
the private pavilions on racedays and music 
nights, including the Kaiser Chiefs, Tom Jones, 
Spandau Ballet and McBusted. I had one week 
at The National Stud where I liaised with guests 
and speakers to coordinate ‘The Mating Game’ 
seminar. I also worked within the thoroughbred 
breeding sector on a bloodstock placement with 
the Thoroughbred Breeders Association (TBA). At 
Tweenhills Farm and Stud, I learned the practical 
aspects of youngstock preparation for the 
Tattersalls October yearling sales, then at Newsells 
Park Stud, I assisted the Stud Secretary and 
Manager with 2015 sales and preparations for the 
2016 breeding season. I also managed the cards 
for Newsells at the Tattersalls October Yearling 
Sales. 

Learning the industry

Another work placement I was lucky enough 
to secure on the British Horseracing Authority 
Graduate Development Programme involved a 
two-week intense training course on all aspects 
of the racing industry, with professional talks 
from the BHA, Weatherbys, Thoroughbred 
Breeders Association (TBA), Bloodstock Agents 

and International Horseracing Federations. There 
were also behind-the-scenes trips to Tattersalls; 
the world’s renowned equine auction sales, as 
well as Dalham Hall Stud - Sheikh Mohammed’s 
thoroughbred breeding operation - and Darley. 
There were also tours around Ed Dunlop’s and 
Sir Mark Prescott’s training yards, and a tour of 
the Newmarket Equine Hospital for a view of 
knee surgery. I did an exam to achieve a Level 2 
Certificate in the Structure of the Horseracing 
Industry, great for enhancing my CV. 

My highlights from working in the 
industry
I’ve made valuable contacts through fantastic 
networking opportunities and been given the best 
insight into the racing industry. That has given me 
a competitive advantage and a confidence boost 
from realising how widely recognised both my 
degree and the BHA graduate placement is within 
the racing industry for obtaining a successful 
career.

How Hartpury has helped to open 
doors for me

Hartpury organised a trip to Tattersalls for the TBA 
course. This enabled me to meet with the BHA and 
I expressed my interest in the graduate programme 
and ask advice on what they look for in applicants. 
I was then able to act upon this feedback. For 

example, I worked New Year’s Day at Cheltenham 
Racecourse, assisting the secretary to the clerk of 
the course to gain some industry experience. If it 
was not for this trip and the opportunity of liaising 
with them, I am certain I would not have achieved 
a place on the programme.

Why I chose Hartpury

I only applied to one university because Hartpury 
was the only place I wanted to study and I decided 
on the BSc (Hons) Equine Science. Within the 
equine industry, Hartpury is renowned for its 
fantastic facilities, including the Equine Therapy 
Centre, and is one of the largest equestrian 
centres in the world, providing a top class 
education. I knew that when applying for jobs, a 
degree from Hartpury would be viewed with high 
regard.   

My hopes for the future

I have loved gaining experience and an insight 
into the different jobs available within the 
racing industry as I did not realise how vast the 
opportunities are, and I would like to further this 
internationally. I have enjoyed administration 
work within a racecourse and a stud. I am also 
fascinated by pedigree research and would like 
to one day become more involved with this, for 
example as a nominations executive.  
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THE COURSE

The programme offers a comprehensive introduction to the core principles of 
business management. Students will learn pure business theory in finance, 
economics, marketing, people management and strategy, complemented by 
specific industry examples. They will also be able to focus on equine-specific 
modules such as Equine Performance, Nutrition, and Diagnostics and Therapy 
to gain an in-depth understanding of the equine industry. 

Through a stimulating mixture of lectures, seminars, workshops, field trips and 
work placements, students are equipped with the knowledge and skills for 
success within the industry.

This degree incorporates a work placement during the second year, allowing 
you to gain first-hand experience of the industry as well as invaluable contacts.

Topics you could study on this programme could include  Business and Financial 
Information, Understanding Organisations and People, Equine Structure and 
Function, Marketing, Sport and Hospitality Management, Event Management, 
Fundraising and Sponsorship.

BA (Hons) Equine Business Management Degree
Three Years Full-Time
(Four years with sandwich year)

DID YOU KNOW?
Students on this programme have gained work experience at Investment and 
development companies, in sports development and marketing, at British Dressage 
and at Cirencester Park Polo Club in events organisation. Graduates have gone on 
to some fantastic careers in  Marketing and Public Relations, Sales, Finance, Human 
Resource Management, Event Organisation and Yard and Centre Management.

DID YOU KNOW?
Hartpury hosts regular research seminars that enable students to 
find out more about the groundbreaking research their lecturers 
are undertaking and how they can get involved

When I first started my degree, I wasn’t really sure what I 
wanted to do as a career, so it was important I was able to 
pick and mix both business and equine modules. I developed 
an interest in event management, so I got involved with the 
Students’ Union. My time at Hartpury opened up so many 

opportunities for me, from working in a riding camp in America to polo 
events organiser in Dubai and becoming an international programme officer  
for World Horse Welfare in Africa.”

Rebecca Calver
BA (Hons) Equine Business Management

UCAS CODE: DN42

GCSE | Five GCSEs at Grade C or above to include English language and Mathematics

A-level subjects/grades | Two A2s in any subject (typical offer CCC or equivalent) 

Level 3 Extended Diploma subjects/grades | MMM in any subject or equivalent

Access | Pass

We welcome students with equivalent qualifications. Contact the admissions team to discuss.

TYPICAL OFFER (See website for latest course information)
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Equestrian sport

Our Equestrian Sports programmes have three strands – coaching, 
science and therapy – and all have a focus on maximising the 
effectiveness of horse and rider partnerships.
 
Students on these programmes are in the unique position of being 
able to access facilities, expertise, teaching and research from both the 
equine and sport departments on Hartpury’s specialist campus.
 
Our Equestrian Sports Science students gain an understanding of 
the athletic requirements of horses and riders competing at all levels, 
from elite to grassroots, and graduates on these programmes have 
gone on to become fitness specialists, equine nutritionists, human and 
equine therapists, lecturers and sports psychologists within the equine 
industry. Many also go on to postgraduate sport or equine study.
 
On our Equestrian Sports coaching programme, students learn about 
the latest and most effective coaching techniques with a focus on 
elite competition and performance, opening doors to careers working 
with governing bodies and setting up their own successful coaching 
businesses and programmes.
 
The Integrated Masters Sports Therapy (Equestrian) programme, 
which is new for September 2017 and is subject to validation, will 
be accredited by the Society of Sports Therapists, which means 
that students will be able to begin practising as a sports therapist 
immediately as soon as they successfully complete their degree.
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THE COURSE

On this programme, you will gain an understanding of the athletic 
requirements of the rider and the horse, utilising both equine and sporting 
expertise. You’ll develop knowledge of the fitness requirements and support 
required by horses and rider partnerships competing at all levels, from 
elite to grassroots, and you’ll benefit from facilities that are some of the 
best nationally. These include the The Margaret Giffen Centre for Rider 
Performance, championship arenas and the Equine Therapy Centre, which 
students will access through a variety of modules. You will also benefit from 
Hartpury’s sports facilities, including the Human Sports Performance laboratory, 
power and cardio gyms and the sports injury clinic. 

Our specialist sporting and equestrian campus means that theory and skills 
learned in the lecture room are applied during practical sessions to both human 
and equine elite athletes in training environments. Students will develop 
knowledge and practical skills in subjects such as human and equine exercise 
physiology and the training and development of both human and equine 
athletes. Students will have the opportunity to complete a dissertation on 
an innovative topic focusing on the rider, the horse, or the horse and rider 
combination.

Optional modules allow students to tailor their degree to suit their interests 
and can include topics such as Sports Conditioning, Sports Psychology, Equine 
Sports Medicine, Equine Nutrition or Therapy and Rehabilitation (human and 
equine). Trips are often run in association with specific modules that are run on 
a cost recovery basis and students are given significant time to be able to plan 
for such expenses outside of the standard fees.

BSc (Hons) Equestrian Sports Science Degree
Three Years Full-Time

THE COURSE

The new MSci Sports Therapy (Equestrian), which would launch in September 
2017, provides a national first – the opportunity to graduate as an accredited 
Sports Therapist with the Society of Sports Therapists, specialising in 
equestrian. In order to gain accreditation from the Society of Sports Therapy, 
students will be required to evidence considerable sports therapy clinic 
experience, working closely under supervision in the first year but becoming 
more independent by the final year of study.
 
Students will benefit from using the outstanding equine and sports facilities 
on site and will have the opportunity to engage with a variety of ‘real world’ 
case studies, ranging from grass roots riders up to elite level to established 
athletes from a wide range of sports, ensuring they are practically competent 
and industry relevant when they graduate. This broad experience will also be 
invaluable in developing the skills required to establish a client base in the 
future.
 
Additionally students can benefit from access to the Equine Therapy Centre, 
mechanical horse, and the new Margaret Giffen Centre for Performance 
in Equestrian Sport, which boasts significant rider performance analysis 
equipment, including 3D motion analysis equipment.

MSCI Sports Therapy (Equestrian)   *subject to validation ready for 2017

Four years full time
(Five years sandwich year/ part-time study routes available)

UCAS CODE: DC46

GCSE | Five GCSEs at Grade C or above to include English language, Mathematics and a Science

A-level subjects/grades | Two A2s to include a biological science or PE (typical offer BBC or equivalent) 

Level 3 Extended Diploma subjects/grades | DMM in animal, equine, sport or a biological science

Access | Pass, including biological science modules at Level 3 and English/Mathematics at Level 2.

We welcome students with equivalent qualifications. Contact the admissions team to discuss.

TYPICAL OFFER (See website for latest course information) TYPICAL OFFER (See website for latest course information)

GCSE | Five GCSEs at Grade C or above to include English, Mathematics and Science

A-level subjects/grades | A minimum of two A2s to include a biological science (typical offer ABB or 

equivalent) 

Level 3 Extended Diploma subjects/grades | DDM in an equine, animal or biological science 

programme.

Access | Pass, including a biological science studied at Level 3

We welcome students with equivalent qualifications. Contact the admissions team to discuss.
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MEET THE graduate | Inga Rebbeng| Equine lecturer in Norway
 

What my job involves

I was lucky enough to get the 
chance to go back to my home 
city of Oslo after getting my dream 
teaching job at an equine and 
agricultural school for students aged 
16 to 19. I essentially teach them 
everything that I learnt at Hartpury! 
I teach equine husbandry, behaviour 
and anatomy and physiology in 
practical and theory lessons.

Why Hartpury?

I’ve always known I wanted to be 
in the equine industry but after 
attending college I wasn’t sure what 
to do. I knew that I wanted to stay 
in education and when I found 
Hartpury, it was a perfect fit because 
I could spend every day doing 
something I love while getting a 
degree. I found out about Hartpury 
at an educational fair back home in 
Norway and it immediately caught 
my interest. Then I visited at an open 
day before I applied and I loved it! 
The equine industry is huge in the 
UK and there was so much more 
to learn about and so many more 

opportunities over here. My decision 
paid off and I was so proud to be 
awarded the prize for the BSc (Hons) 
Equestrian Sports Science student at 
graduation!

How did Hartpury help 
you into your career?
 
Hartpury has opened my eyes to 
how many different ways there are 
to look at and learn things and I 
think it’s really important to be able 
to pass that on to young people 
back in Norway who are interested 
in the equine industry. It will be 
great for them to learn that there 
are many different approaches 
and different career paths you can 
follow all over the world. I was given 
plenty of opportunities to learn 
during my time at Hartpury. I even 
got the chance to present at the 
International Society of Equitation 
Science conference in Canada, 
which was an amazing experience. 
I was a global guide at Hartpury 
too, helping other international 
students to feel at home, and I was 
the student representative for my 
course.

THE COURSE

Our Equestrian Sports Coaching degree aims to provide students with the skills, 
experience, and understanding required of professional coaches within the 
equine industry.

Aspiring and current coaches can gain a higher education qualification, 
relevant industry-recognised qualifications and research experience that will 
showcase their knowledge in equestrian coaching. Successful graduates will be 
empowered, confident, and assertive equestrian coaches, able to make choices 
which are beneficial to a range of horse riders.

Students will learn about effective coaching techniques focusing specifically 
on elite competition performance, including how to improve the motivation, 
confidence and self-esteem of riders in line with the British Equestrian 
Federation United Coaching Strategy.  Students will be able to firmly appreciate 
the difference between the challenges and goals at each level, and further 
establish self-reflective skills to ensure they are always looking for ways to 
improve.

Benefiting from the expertise of both Equine and Sports Science academic 
staff, students will have opportunities to apply what is learnt in the classroom 
in a variety of practical situations. They will also have access to Hartpury’s 
exceptional facilities, including the Rider Performance Centre, Human Sports 
Performance laboratory and Equine Therapy Centre, as well as to Hartpury’s 
own international equine events.

Modules you could study on this programme include Coaching Theory, 
Equitation, Sport Science for Coaches, Horse and Rider Performance, Sport and 
Exercise Psychology and Contemporary Issues in Equestrian Sport.

BSc (Hons) Equestrian Sports Coaching
THREE YEARS FULL-TIME
(Four years with Sandwich Year)
(Part-time options available)

UCAS CODE: DC4F

TYPICAL OFFER (See website for latest course information)

GCSE | Five GCSEs at Grade C or above to include Mathematics, English and Science

A-level subjects/grades | Two A2s to include a biological science or sport (PE). Typical offer BBC 

Level 3 Extended Diploma subjects/grades | DMM in animal, equine, sport or biological science

Access | Pass, including Level 3 credits in a biological science or sport

Applicants with extensive industry and/or coaching experience will also be considered

We welcome students with equivalent qualifications. Contact the admissions team to discuss.

DID YOU KNOW?
Graduates on this programme have gone on to become self-employed coaches and 
work for governing bodies in the equine industries, while some also choose to go 
on to postgraduate study, including the Masters in Coaching Science.
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MEET THE STAFF | Kathryn Nankervis | Principal Lecturer in Equine Therapy 

Students work as part of the 
team and are seen as staff 
members by our clients. When 

our graduates go for jobs, I often get 
called for references and I am able to talk 
about our students with real knowledge of 
what they are like in a work situation, not 
just providing a list of grades.”

What I do at Hartpury

I’m based within the Equine Therapy Centre at 
Hartpury, where we treat horses suffering from 
lameness and poor performance. We have been 
seeing cases here since 1999, so we’ve amassed 
a good deal of experience and we treat horses 
from all disciplines and levels - from one-horse 
owners to top level competition yards. We treat 
every type of case, from the horses that simply 
need to be more comfortable, right through to the 
peak performers going to major championships 
and international competitions. Through the 
centre, our students get exposure to all the 
different equine sports and the different cultures 
that exist within the industry. There aren’t many 
places where you see so many different horses 
from different disciplines all in one place. I feel 
very lucky to be able to work in a facility where 
education, clinical practice and research are truly 
integrated; and I work within such a great team.

How I got here

It was during my physiology degree that I started 
to become aware of the rapidly developing field 
of equine exercise physiology. I later did my MSc 
research project with Dr David Marlin at the 
Animal Health Trust on the mechanics of breathing 
and that sealed my interest in all things equine 
exercise! I’ve been at Hartpury since 1999 and, 
since then, I’ve become a qualified veterinary 

practice manager and completed a PhD in the 
physiology and biomechanics of equine physical 
therapy. My thesis was a culmination of much of 
the work I’ve done here at Hartpury within the 
therapy centre.

How we involve students in the 
therapy centre

We run a voluntary work experience programme 
in the therapy centre. Students work as part of the 
team and are seen as staff members by our clients. 
They have to be able to conduct themselves 
professionally and respect client confidentiality. 
Students that do work experience in the therapy 
centre have traditionally gone on to do very well 
in the industry. They go into veterinary practices or 
research centres in veterinary universities because 
they can demonstrate they have handled horses in 
situations you wouldn’t ever see in a general vet 
practice.

How Hartpury helps open doors
 
In terms of starting your career, Hartpury is very 
well placed - right in the centre of National Hunt 
country and with many top dressage and eventers 
very close by. We’ve many examples of students 
meeting their future employers while working 
in the Therapy Centre. There are many busy 
equine vet practices locally all referring horses to 
our therapy centre. This means we can give 30 

students each year a chance to work in the centre. 
When our graduates go for jobs, I often get called 
for references and I am able to talk about our 
students with real knowledge of what they are 
like in a work situation, not just providing a list of 
grades.
 

Advice for working in the equine 
industry
 
Being successful with horses means having high 
standards and sticking to them – it helps if you’re 
a perfectionist! Some people think looking after 
horses involves only menial tasks. If you want top 
performing horses, you need to be absolutely 
switched on and constantly question what you 
do and how it can be improved. You need good 
organisational and time management skills on top 
of good horsemanship. Every minute of the day, 
you are applying the skills and knowledge you 
have acquired as part of your degree programme 
and through practical real world experience and 
research. Many of our techniques within the 
centre are informed by research that has been 
carried out here. In the therapy centre, we have up 
to 10 horses in for treatment at any time and we 
have to know their medical history and coordinate 
with the vet, the therapist and the farrier – 
ensuring we deliver the best possible results in a 
timely manner.
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In addition to the focus on skills and 
knowledge, our elite development 
programmes also provide specialist coaching 
as well as high levels of professional support 
including physiotherapy, strength and 
conditioning and sports psychology. 

Sporting and academic activities are carefully 
timetabled to ensure an optimal balance for 
all elite athletes. Students who are not part 
of an elite programme will have the chance 
to participate in a range of recreational 
sports from golf, football and netball to 
badminton, basketball and athletics.

Elite university sports include:

EQUINE 
Hartpury is synonymous with excellence in 
equine; supporting and developing high 
calibre riders seeking to build a competitive 
career in one of the Olympic disciplines, 
while continuing their academic education. 
Our multi-million pound equine facilities 
give students access to seven arenas, and 
we also offer cross-country courses up to FEI 
3* level.

RUGBY 
Five times British Universities and Colleges 
(BUCS) National Champions, our senior 
rugby programme is one of the leading 
university sides in the country. We’ve 

produced more than 100 internationals 
during the last 10 years and our excellent 
links with professional club, Gloucester 
Rugby, see graduates regularly featuring at 
the highest level.

WOMEN’S RUGBY 
We’re at the heart of supporting the next 
generation of women’s rugby talent. 
More than 20 England Under-20s and 10 
senior England squad members have come 
through the women’s rugby programme 
here. In 2014, Hartpury and Gloucester 
Rugby joined forces to create a new 
Gloucester-Hartpury women’s rugby team, 
whose ultimate aim is to compete in the 
Women’s Premiership.

FOOTBALL 
Winners of the British Universities and 
Colleges Sport (BUCS) Premier League 
seven years running, and three times BUCS 
National Champions, our senior football 
programme has established itself as one of 
the best in the UK. Several players, including 
Trabzonspor and Ghana striker, Abdul 
Majeed Waris, have gone on to secure 
professional contracts. 

There are opportunities to participate in a 
wide variety of sports at Hartpury, including 
netball, hockey and volleyball at a range of 
levels.

elite Athlete development
Hartpury provides elite athletes with an exceptional opportunity to pursue 
excellence without compromising academic progress.

52 53

El
ite

 P
er

fo
rm

an
ce

El
ite

 P
er

fo
rm

an
ce



MEET THE Graduate | astier nicolas  | Professional eventer 

For me, it was all about 
succeeding in my sport 
and Hartpury is a great 

place to do that. The trainers and 
lecturers at Hartpury are all of the 
highest calibre, so I listened and 
learned as much from them as I 
possibly could.”

About my job

I am lucky enough to be a professional eventer 
competing on the international circuit, which 
means I help to produce and then compete on 
top-level horses for their owners at some of the 
biggest events in the world. I recently won my first 
CCI4* title at Les Etoiles de Pau, which was even 
more special for me as it was in my home region in 
France. It was a moment I had waited a long time 
for and it was in a field packed with the very best 
riders. I was the first home rider to claim the title 
since Nicolas Touzaint in 2007 and the youngest 
rider to win a CCI4* event in 2015 at the age of 
26. It was a very proud day. Although I had won at 
CCI3* level at Bramham, my previous best finish 
at CCI4* was at Pau back in 2012 when I finished 
sixth. I also had a ninth place finish at Badminton 
Horse Trials and was a bronze medal winner as 
part of France’s team at the 2013 FEI European 
Eventing Championships in Malmö, Sweden. 

Why I chose Hartpury

I chose to come to Hartpury because I felt it would 
provide me with outstanding opportunities that 
I couldn’t have got anywhere else. Being here 
allowed me to combine university study and top-
level riding, letting me continue my development 
as a top level rider and gain a valuable education. 
Having the opportunity to be part of the Hartpury 

Equine Academy as well meant I could train very 
regularly with so many fantastic coaches, including 
Nick Burton (former Hartpury Equine Academy 
Director), world class showjumping coach Corrine 
Bracken and an Olympic Gold medallist in Carl 
Hester.

How Hartpury opened doors for 
me

The best thing for me about being at Hartpury was 
being so close to everything that I needed to reach 
my potential as a rider and as a student. I was 
only ever a short walk from the stables, the arenas 
and the chance to ride. It was also fantastic being 
surrounded by students from all over the world 
and having the opportunity to interact with people 
from different backgrounds. That is something 
that I’ll never forget.

Advice for students at Hartpury
 
Use Hartpury as a springboard for wherever you 
want to get to. For me, it was all about succeeding 
in my sport and Hartpury is a great place to do 
that. I learned a lot about horse management 
during my degree, which has helped me in my 
career. The trainers and lecturers at Hartpury are all 
of the highest calibre, so I listened and learned as 
much from them as I possibly could.

My life after graduating
 
After leaving Hartpury, I was the Under-25s 
champion at Bramham CCI 3* in 2012 and in 
the same year, I came third in the French Open 
Championships. In 2013, I had a very successful 
year, finishing ninth at Badminton with a young 
horse in the hottest competition ever held there. I 
also maintained a podium in Bramham, finishing 
third, before winning team bronze for my country 
at the European Championships in Malmö, 
Sweden. My career has gone on from strength 
to strength ever since, culminating in my win at 
Pau, but I also love competing at Hartpury too. It 
is always a very special feeling going back there 
and I would love to win the NAF Five Star Hartpury 
International Horse Trials there one day.

Why not take a look at this GoPro 
video of the NAF Five Star Hartpury 
International Horse Trials? 
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Hartpury has been hailed for the quality of experience it offers its degree 
students. Its very positive report from the Quality Assurance Agency for 
Higher Education (QAA) in 2014 – the independent body that monitors 
standards and quality in UK higher education – highlighted seven areas of 
good practice at Hartpury:

• The extensive range of work placement and volunteering 
opportunities which enhance employability skills and career prospects

• Varied and highly effective at engaging students as partners
• The effective and widespread involvement of employers in curriculum 

design and development
• The strategic approach to staff development with extensive range of 

opportunities
• The engagement of staff in research and the positive impact this has 

on the student experience
• The involvement of students in the design and development of 

information for current and prospective students
• The comprehensive range of support and resources provided to all 

students, to enable them to develop personally, academically and 
professionally

 
With the new University Learning Centre (ULC) having opened (pictured 
left), our students now have access to a 24-hour facility which provides 
everything they need, from workstations and quiet study areas, to a 
dedicated Postgraduate room and access to journals. 

THE HARTPURY 
Hartpury doesn’t just work with industry, it is the industry. 

From the day you start your journey with us, you’ll be immersed in the working 
world and gain real-life practical experience to complement your academic skills 
and bring the theory to life.

From commercial businesses and facilities on site to lecturers and coaches working 
for and in partnership with the industries we serve, you can count on Hartpury 
to give you the best possible chance of hitting the ground running when you 
graduate.

Hartpury graduates are:

CONFIDENT: Workshops, 1:1 support and online tools will give you the 
additional confidence to perform well in the toughest interview, deliver a winning 
presentation and write compelling reports.

VERSATILE: You’ll be supported to take professional courses and qualifications 
outside of your degree to give you extra skills and ensure you stand out from the 
crowd.

READY: You’ll benefit from real world work experience in industry, and in our 
own commercial facilities and high profile events, acting as ‘live’ projects during 
your degree to ensure you’re first day ready for the workplace.

INNOVATIVE: You’ll have opportunities to develop and share your own research 
within an active research community, ensuring you’re at the forefront of industry 
developments.

From the day you arrive, we’ll help you plan for your future. We’ll encourage you 
to develop a Hartpury Advantage portfolio and give you the targeted support you 
need to build on your strengths and fill the gaps in your skills and your CV.

To hear more from our students about some of the fantastic careers they have 
gone on to and their exceptional work placements all over the world, visit 
www.hartpury.ac.uk/studentstories

A stand out student experience

ADVANTAGE
What makes our graduates different?

DID YOU KNOW?
The National Student Survey results show that student satisfaction at Hartpury has 
risen again to 86%, up 9% since 2010-11.

DID YOU KNOW?
We’ve recently launched our Innovation, Careers and Enterprise Centre – a central 
service to support our industry partnerships and enrichment of studies. This 
development  further places graduate careers and lifelong learning at the very heart 
of the Hartpury ethos.
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• Netball
• Cheerleading
• Women’s Rugby

Hartpury now has its own Students’ Union.
With a variety of society and clubs, plus recreational sport 
opportunities to choose from, you are bound to find something to 
get involved in. And if you’re interested in starting your own club or 
society, just let us know!

The Students’ Union can also provide you with opportunities to 
get involved in charity work, volunteering, employability support, 
campaigning and representing the student voice. To find out more, go 
to su.hartpury.ac.uk  Here’s a taster of some of the clubs and activities 
on offer:

•    Volleyball
•    Snowsports
•    Christian Union

Hartpury is a really special 
place. The first time I saw 
the campus I fell in love with 

it. As student ambassadors, we are 
always available to give people tours 
of Hartpury. If you can’t make one of 
the open days, then we are always 
happy to arrange a time that works 
for you.” 
 

Lucy Woolstenhulme 
Student Ambassador

With the Hartpury campus being out in the countryside, I was 
a bit worried about whether there would be a good social 
scene here. I needn’t have worried though! There are always 
taxis going to and from the campus and you can always count 

on Gloucester being full of Hartpury students on nights out, especially 
for the student nights. There’s lots happening on campus too. The pub 
quizzes in Hartpury’s Legends Bar are always popular and a really good 
laugh. There are also weekend trips that run to major cities throughout 
the year that people really enjoy.” 
 

With the nightlife and shopping of Cheltenham and Gloucester on 
your doorstep and so much happening on campus, life at Hartpury is 
never dull!
 
Whether you want to grab a quick coffee, lunch between lectures or 
a late night drink or snack, you’ll find everything you need on site, 
from our very own Costa Coffee bar ‘Red & Black’ to restaurants and 
Legends Bar.
 
There’s a wide range of clubs, activities and entertainment on offer all 
year round. Our events team hosts many activities from pub quizzes, 
movie nights and theme nights to live music and top DJs. We’ve 
hosted the likes of Chase & Status, Wretch 32, Sigma and Katie B – 
who played at last year’s Summer Ball; DJ Fresh and Tinchy Stryder.

Josie Bennett
Hartpury student

Student Life

DID YOU KNOW?
Twenty-five Hartpury students spent 
six days skiing, tobogganing and 
taking part in many more snow-
related activities in Tignes last year.

Our Students’ Union

• Equestrian Club
• Hockey
• Polo Club

STUDENTS’ UNION
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If you love the outdoors and making the most of every day, 
then Gloucestershire is your kind of place. 

The main centres – Gloucester City and Cheltenham – are extremely 
welcoming to students. With the city just 10 minutes drive away, many 
Hartpury students make Gloucester their home. 

The county is sports mad, with Gloucester home to one of the biggest 
rugby clubs in the country. Fans, including Hartpury students, flock to 
Kingsholm Stadium week in week out and the city was a host venue for 
Rugby World Cup 2015. 

In Cheltenham, the racecourse holds eight fixtures a year, with the Gold 
Cup week in March, plus the town has its own National League football 
club. 
 
You are also spoilt for choice when it comes to adventure sports with 
South Cerney water park, kayaking and rock climbing in the Wye Valley 
and the dry ski slope all within easy reach of the Hartpury campus.

It’s a stunning and diverse county – with the charm of the 
Cotswolds and the breathtaking landscapes of the Forest of Dean. 

Photo Credit: Peel Holdings Ltd

LIFE IN GLOUCESTERSHIRE

In recent years, Gloucester has seen millions invested in the Quays 
area with a new outlet shopping village, cafés, bars and restaurants 
and new cinema complex.
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Hartpury is on the A417, four miles north of Gloucester. 

From the M5 | Leave at junction 11 and follow the A40 towards Gloucester. At the 
first roundabout, turn towards Ross-on-Wye. At the third roundabout, take the A417 
towards Ledbury. After leaving Maisemore, the College is signposted at the second 
turning on the left. 

From the M50 | Leave at junction 2 and follow the A417 south towards Gloucester 
to Hartpury. Continue for approximately 10 miles. Go through Hartpury village and the 
College is then signposted to the right. 

CHELTENHAM 
20 minutes drive from the 
Hartpury campus.

A centre for culture with different 
festivals each year covering horse 
racing, literature, jazz, science 
and music.

LONDON 
Two hours by train 
One of the world’s 
great cities. 

BRISTOL 
60 minutes by train  
Offering a busy 
cultural calendar.

BIRMINGHAM 
60 minutes by train 
The UK’s second 
largest city.

Historic cathedral city where 
scenes from Harry Potter were 
filmed. Plenty of cafés, 
restaurants, cinemas, bars and 
clubs. 

GLOUCESTER 
10 minutes drive from the 
Hartpury campus. 

From London and the M4 | Leave the M4 at junction 15 and follow the A419 
towards Cirencester. At Cirencester the A419 becomes the A417. Follow the A417 
towards Gloucester and the M5. At the roundabout at the Air Balloon pub, take the 
first exit towards Gloucester. Take the second exit at the next roundabout. At the 
next roundabout take the third exit (A40) towards Ross-on-Wye. Continue on the 
A40, heading straight on at the next two roundabouts. At the third roundabout, take 
the A417 towards Ledbury. After leaving Maisemore, the College  
is signposted at the second turning on the left. 

WHERE WE ARE Come and see for yourself! 
Book on to an open day at 
www.hartpury.ac.uk/opendays

62 63

W
he

re
 w

e 
ar

e

Eq
ui

ne
 P

er
fo

rm
an

ce
 

&
 T

he
ra

py
W

he
re

 w
e 

ar
e



www.hartpury.ac.uk
Hartpury College, Hartpury, Gloucestershire, GL19 3BE 

| T: 01452 702345  |  F: 01452 700629  |  E: enquire@hartpury.ac.uk

EQUINE | ANIMAL & LAND | SPORT

QAA checks how UK universities and colleges maintain 
the standard of their higher education provision.


