
Dear Sir/Madam, 

We are writing to ask for your support towards Hartpury’s strategic ambition – the creation of Hartpury College and 
Hartpury University, two specialist institutions with parity of esteem based on one campus.  We strongly believe this 
will secure the future for both our Further Education and Higher Education provisions.  The process by which we 
achieve this journey requires us to consult with other education providers, partners and stakeholders.  

Hartpury College was established after World War II as an agricultural education centre with only 50 students. Today, 
we have more than 3300 with record numbers of students studying at both the College and the University Centre.  The 
academic provision includes A-levels, BTEC, Undergraduate and Postgraduate programmes in agriculture, animal, 
equine and sport. 

In 2016, our pastoral care and support for residential students was rated as outstanding by Ofsted, and Department for 
Education results showed that Hartpury again ranked as the top specialist land-based college in England for its 
vocational diploma courses.  Our average grade was a Distinction and our students made more progress from their 
starting points than at any similar college. Our A Level pass rate also rose again in 2016, to 98.8%. 

The first higher education degree in Equine Studies was introduced in 1992, followed by the first degree programme in 
Equine Science in 1994. In 1999, the first Masters degree programme opened with the first PhD student coming in 
2004.  We have now been granted ‘Taught Degree Awarding Powers’ (TDAP) and intend to award our own degrees 
from September 2018.  University Centre Hartpury has been awarded Gold in the Teaching Excellence Framework (TEF) 
2017, which is only awarded to HE providers that deliver consistently outstanding teaching, learning and outcomes for 
its students.  We hold the only Gold award in Gloucestershire and sit in the top 20% of higher education providers in 
the UK. 

Our students are strongly motivated towards applied, professional practice and we believe that, whilst the continuing 
strength and ambition of our work at Higher Education level has demonstrably raised purposeful professional 
aspiration, progression and achievement in our FE delivery, our current institutional status as a College of Further 
Education is an increasing obstacle.   

No significant change is anticipated in the established growth pattern of our work in either FE or HE.  Our existing 
commitment as a high quality specialist provider will remain undiminished, and our work in FE is indeed essential and 
pivotal to the development of the innovative learning continuum.  Hartpury will continue to occupy its current 
premises, and no major new estate development or additional physical resource required for successful transition. 

We would greatly appreciate a letter of formal support for our journey towards offering academic qualifications by 
both Hartpury College and Hartpury University.  I am therefore writing to share with you our intentions and to invite 
views on the name we propose: 

Hartpury University 

We are holding an Open Morning on the Friday 11th August at 10.30am at the Equine Arena that you’re invited to 
attend.  This will be an opportunity to hear a brief presentation by the Principal and ask any questions you may have.   

If you are unable to attend, I would be grateful if you could provide any feedback by 29th August so that matters raised 
can be considered before we take forward this proposal. Alternatively you may prefer to complete our short online 
questionnaire.  

Yours faithfully, 

Russell Marchant, Principal  

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/DNQB6XN
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/DNQB6XN

