
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to the MSc Veterinary Physiotherapy at Hartpury College. 

As your programme manager I am here to help you make the most of your opportunities at Hartpury College and 
guide you through the course to become a successful Veterinary Physiotherapist. I am responsible for the day-to-
day management and organisation of the programme. Additionally, you will be assigned an academic and pastoral 
tutor, helping you to develop study skills, to support your progress through the course and consider possible 
career opportunities. I ensure that teaching and learning is contextualised to the realities of veterinary 
physiotherapy practice, meeting the needs of industry whilst emphasising academic and transferrable skills.  

The course is delivered via a mixture of lectures, seminars and practical sessions, delivered by have a good mix of 
lecturers and guest speakers including veterinarians and Chartered Physiotherapists. All lecturers are specialists 
practicing within their field. As well a time spent here at Hartpury College you will undertake clinical placements and 
these are an important part of the programme. Joanne Grant will be your placement coordinator who administrates 
the placement and alongside Joanne, I am your placement tutor and we are here to support you during placements.  

BEFORE YOU ARRIVE… PREPARATION IS EVERYTHING! 

Having the right Kit:  

For the Yard: You will be handling horses and dogs as part of this course and spending many practical sessions on the 
Hartpury yard. The yard follows standard safety produces in line with the British Horse Society.  The dress code is: 

• Dark coloured trousers, no blue jeans 
• Dark coloured shirts 
• Yard safe boots (e.g. steal toe capped boots) 
• Riding hat that is British Standard approved (current standard) 
• Riding Gloves 
• A warm coat with no hood or a hood that can be secured away. Dark in colour. 

 
MSc Veterinary Physiotherapy clothing can be bought online via www.hartpury.ac.uk and is found under the Equine / 
MSc Vet Physio clothing section (https://www.jsteamwear.co.uk/shop/hartpury/hartpury-vet-physio/) 

 It would also be useful to have your own plastic goniometer, tape measure and reflex hammer. 
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Reading for your degree 

There is an extensive library at Hartpury College and with the programme being delivered at M-Level most of the 
reading material will be peer reviewed journals. Once you are enrolled you will have access to a broad range of 
reading material. In preparation for the course I would suggest you read: 

• Goody, P (2009) Dog Anatomy A Pictorial Approach to Canine Structure, J Allen 
• Goody, P (2009) Horse Anatomy A Pictorial Approach to Equine Structure, J Allen 
• McGowan, C., Goff, L., Stubbs, N. (2007) Animal Physiotherapy Assessment, Treatment and Rehabilitation of 

Animals. Blackwell London 
• Other books if you would like to purchase your own include ABC of the horse Atlas P Gronberg and Miller’s 

Anatomy of the Dog 
The Hartpury College Learning Resource Centre liaises closely with staff and has several loan and at least one 
reference copy of core texts available. You may therefore wish to start using the books from the loan collection and 
decide to purchase those texts that are of use across a number of modules. If you decide to purchase textbooks, you 
will find a list of all recommended texts here: www.booksyouneed.co.uk/collegegroup/1-University-of-the-West-of-
England/ Select Hartpury and then your programme, and a full list of recommended texts will be shown. 

BUDGET FOR THOSE EXTRAS  

You will be attending Hartpury College in blocks throughout the year, please budget for the cost of travel and 
accommodation if required. You will also be required to complete placements during this course so you will be 
expected to travel and therefore you may need accommodation. 

CAR PARKING 

You will need to purchase a car parking permit to allow you to park in the equine car park at Hartpury College. As a 
post graduate student the cost of the pass is £5. This can be purchased during induction (the discounted rate is not 
available via the on line shop so please bring £5 cash). If you can’t attend induction you need to liaise directly with 
transport either in person, by phone or email to arrange the car pass. If you do not get a car pass you may get a 
sticker on your window which is difficult to remove! 

ACCOMMODATION 

Around Hartpury College there is a wide choice of accommodation including B&B’s and hotels. If anyone would like a 
copy of the list please email me directly as there are too many to list here!  

COME AND SEE US 

We constantly have activities going on onsite at the Hartpury Equine Arena. This summer we have the NAF Hartpury 
Horse Trials August 9th-13th, 2017; more information can be found on the Hartpury website or follow us on Facebook 
and Twitter@HartpuryEquine.  

ARRIVING AT HARTPURY 

Your first day of attendance will be Thursday 14th September 2017, when you will have an induction to the 
programme and campus. Please meet at the Postgraduate Room which is based in the Higher Education 
Learning Resources Centre, next to the Graze Eatery at 9am, where I and the programme team will greet you. 
Your first teaching block will be Friday 15th September to Sunday 17th September 2016. 

 AND THEN THE WORK STARTS…. 

The programme is modular, each module is compulsory. In the first year you will complete two 15 credit modules and 
one 30 credit module. Most of the modules are delivered in blocks which run from a Thursday to Saturday or Friday to 
Sunday. With a 15 credit module we would expect 150 hours of learning to be done which includes time at Hartpury, 
placements and self-directed learning.  With a 30 credit module that equates to 300 hours. The programme is 
delivered by a mixture of formal lectures and practical sessions. Please come prepared for practical sessions on the 
first weekend (yard clothes as above).  

      

                 
                  



 

 

 

 

  

 

PLACEMENTS 

Some modules have placement days attached to them. These days need to be arranged by you with support from the 
placement team. 

The first module: Preparation for Clinical Practice has 4 days of placement which you should complete between 
September (after induction) and Christmas – one part of the assessment for this module involves case studies from 
your placement and the submission dates for this module are early January so you need to factor time in to write the 
‘portfolio’ between finishing placement and submission date.  This first placement is largely ‘observation’ and is not 
expected to occur with an ACPAT A Physiotherapist; it is expected to occur in an environment such as a rescue centre 
and preferably where you can observe the species you are less familiar with – canine or equine (or both).  Ideally we 
recommend you find somewhere for one continuous 4 day placement at one site.  Before going on placement you will 
be required to pass the contact details of your proposed placement on to the placement coordinator for the 
programme; each placement must be ‘approved’ as appropriate and therefore please allow as much time as possible 
between passing the contact details on to the placement coordinator and the start of your placement. You can start 
looking into potential placements now.  

The second module Comparative and Applied Anatomy, Physiology and Biomechanics has two days placement at 
Hartpury College, the dates for this have been set within your scheduled time at college and do not need further 
arrangement by yourself.  

The third first year module is Understanding Veterinary Diagnostics and Physiotherapy Assessment which has 7 days 
of placement. These days are split, with 3 days with a Vet and 4 days with an ACPAT A Physiotherapist – both canine 
and equine species are needed to be seen but this may occur with different educators.  The module officially starts in 
January and the submission for the component associated with the placement is due around end of April/early May – 
again you need to have placements completed to allow sufficient time for writing up of case studies before 
submission.  As before the placement coordinator will need contact details for your proposed placements to ensure 
they are ‘approved’ prior to the placement starting. 

Further details regarding the requirements and procedure for the placements in both modules will be covered on you 
first weekend. 

How are placements managed? 

•  You will be assigned a Placement Tutor – Gillian Tabor who will act as your central contact throughout the 
placement. They are allocated to support, guide and advise you.  

•  The College also has a designated HE Work Placement Coordinator (WPC) – Joanne Grant, who is there to 
support and oversee the overall placement process – we are here to help you, from sign posting you to where to look 
for placements, highlighting the bank of placements we already have established and of course being someone on the 
end of the phone / email throughout the placement. 

Been there, done that, got the Placement T-shirt! 

We have asked students what tips you would give future work placement students; these were the most common 
responses.  

•  Start looking for the placement early and don’t leave it until the last minute.  

• When trying to find a placement it is sometimes better to phone or visit in person rather than emailing. This 
could be before you even start on the course! 

• Choose your placements based on your individual objectives and this might not be the closest or with 
someone you know 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Semester One 

Thursday 14th September 2017 Postgraduate Induction and enrolment 

Friday 15rd – Sun 17th September 2017 Preparation for Clinical Practice  

Friday 13th – Sunday 15th October 2017 Comparative and Applied Anatomy, Physiology and 
Biomechanics 

Saturday 18th – Sun 19th November 2017  
Comparative and Applied Anatomy, Physiology and 
Biomechanics 

Early Jan 2018 (TBC) 
Preparation for Clinical Practice Portfolio 
Deadline 

Post Grad Assessment Period 1 (2nd-5th January 2018) 
Preparation for clinical practice - Oral 

Semester Two 

Sat 6th – Sun 7th Jan 2018 
Understanding Veterinary Diagnostics and 
Physiotherapy Assessment (UVDPA) 

Fri 2nd – Sun 4th Feb 2018  
Understanding Veterinary Diagnostics and 
Physiotherapy Assessment 

Thursday 1st March 2018 (Provisonal) 
Comparative and Applied Anatomy, Physiology 
and Biomechanics EXAM 

Fri 2nd – Sun 4th Mar 2018 
Understanding Veterinary Diagnostics and 
Physiotherapy Assessment 

Fri 20th – Sun 22nd Apr 2018 

Understanding Veterinary Diagnostics and 
Physiotherapy Assessment 

 

Mid April 2018 (TBC) UVDPA Assignment deadline 

Early May 2018 (TBC) UVDPA Clinical Practice Portfolio deadline 

Assessment Period 2 (May 2017) 

Assessment Period 3 (July 2017) 

PROGRAMME STRUCTURE 

Below are the dates of each module for the first year.  

FINAL WORD… TOP TIPS FROM THOSE WHO KNOW 

The course is excellent, really enjoyable and stimulating but is also hard work so be organized! 

You will be provided with feedback from assignments; make use of this to help you improve, particularly 
the first assignment and exam so you are aware of the level of work required and where you can 
improve for the rest of the year. Also make use of tutorials to help you with your work. 
 
Don’t trip up on formatting and referencing; use the guidelines provided to prevent making avoidable 
errors!  
 
Carefully plan study & dissertation time in around lectures, work & social life; don’t underestimate the 
work required 
 
Don’t revise alone! Use friendship groups to study for exams. 

Keep on top of the work and you will be fine. 

Dress warm Hartpury can be really cold! 

 


