
Interesting 
Sports Facts



Sport and 
physical activity 

contributes

£39 billion 
to the UK’s 
economy



UK had the second highest 
rate of sport workers in the 

EU in 2016-

659 sport workers per 
100,000 population 

Sweden was the first with 
757 per 100,000.

The UK rate in 2016 was 
twice as high as the EU 

average of 332



Hartpury has invested 

£8.8 million 
into its Sports Academy, 

which includes technology 
and scientific kit that you’ll 
find at Premier League and 
NFL clubs’ training centres. 
Our high-resolution digital 

mirror technology is the 
only one of its kind in a UK 

educational institution



The most popular choices of physical activity 
for adults in 2018-2019 was running, fitness 

classes and gym sessions
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The South West region is the most active

Participation in sport was 
highest in 

the South West at 
around 63% 
compared to 

61% in England 
overall



Sponsorship is a huge business in 
sport, with some athletes making 

more from endorsements than 
competing! In 2019-

LeBron James made 61% of his 
earnings from endorsements

Roger Federer made 84%

Tiger Woods and Usain Bolt 
both made 97%



During the 2019/2020 Premier League football season, 
Manchester City paid the highest average salary to 

players throughout the year, at 6.99 million pounds 



The 1966 Football 
World Cup final 

between England and 
West Germany still holds 
the record for the UK's 

most watched broadcast, 
reaching an audience of 

32.3 million



Over 200 
international 

athletes 
have developed their 

talents at Hartpury 
over the past 10 years, 
competing in a variety 

of sports including 
equine, rugby, golf 

and football



Hartpury 
University RFC is 
the only student-

led club in the 
Championship



The first Olympic games was 
held in Olympia, Greece,

running from 776 BC until 
393 AD. The first modern 

Olympics was held in Athens, 
Greece in 1896.

Some of the original ancient 
Olympic sports included long 
jump, javelin, discus, boxing, 

running and chariot racing 



Michael Phelps is the most decorated Olympian, 
winning 28 medals (23 gold, 3 silver and 2 bronze)

He has won more medals than some countries, 
including Portugal, Nigeria and Venezuela



www.parliament.uk/commons-library -
Sports Participation in England

Sport England

Active Lives Adult Survey November 
2018/19 Report

www.statisica.com

www.businessinsider.com

www.bfi.org.uk

www.olympic.org/ancient-olympic-games

www.hartpury.ac.uk

SOURCES

http://www.parliament.uk/commons-library
http://www.statisica.com/
http://www.businessinsider.com/
http://www.bfi.org.uk/
http://www.olympic.org/ancient-olympic-games
http://www.hartpury.ac.uk/

